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Safety: Front License Plates 

Required in Texas

Only 19 States require front plates

$162 Fine 
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Safety: Houston, We Have A Front Plate!
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Company Overview 
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Ascend Performance Materials 

makes high-performance materials 

for everyday essentials and new 

technologies.

– Our focus is on improving quality of life and inspiring a 

better tomorrow through innovation.

– We are a fully integrated material solutions provider 

with world-class manufacturing facilities across North 

America, Europe and Asia.

– As the world’s largest fully integrated producer of 

polyamide 66 resin we can ensure the highest 

reliability, quality and performance.
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Our products

Vydyne® PA66 & PA6 engineered materials

HiDura™ specialty polyamide engineered materials

Nylon 6,6 staple, fiber and filtration media

Acteev® antimicrobial textiles and engineered materials*

ENDUR by Ascend ® clean fabric and fiber

Specialty chemicals

Intermediate chemicals 

Starflam® flame retardant engineered materials



Engineering materials
Key markets we serve

Textiles Fibers



Project Overview 
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Project Justification – Cost Avoidance

Concur Analytics was missing reporting capability

Received a proposal for $15,000 for additional reports in Concur Analytics:

 Outdated look & feel

 Not integrated with existing reports

 Limited user set of logon users

  Required emailing of Excel reports

Company has recently completed migration to RISE environment
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Project Timeline:

Project Kickoff:     June 2023

RISE/Environment Ready:   July 2023

Data Wrangling/UAT:   July – August 2023

Stories & Analytics Preparation:  September 2023

Security & Rollout:   October 2023

Project Team:

1 SAC Analyst

2 Business Analysts
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Tool Selection – SAC

What is SAC?

SAP Analytics Cloud

Arrived ~3-4 years ago 

Dashboarding and Planning tool

Working to rival Tableau and Power BI, Celonis Dashboards

Native SAP connection to ECC, HANA, BW, other SAP Products
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Problem Overview

Concur Analytics cost $15,000 for reporting recurring license costs

Based on (business objects) old reporting

 Not real-time

 Download to excel, join to categorize by Expense Type

Desire to use existing ability to connect to SAC

 Connector included with entitlement

Data not currently in SAP at granular level

 Both T&E and Expense Reports available

Company stores 10 years of T&E Spend
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Problem Overview

Connect to SAC

 Utilized out of the box Dashboard & reporting

 Company has recently moved to RISE which enabled SAC

 Also running ECC, BW, SCM, SolMan

 Role based reporting

New Upgrades to SAC

 New Model Type not supported by Concur

 Optimized Model

 Broadcast Stories
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Solution Overview: Concur Models

Content Available:

SAP_TE_GEN_IM_EXPENSEREPORT

 Expense Report 

 Totals By Employee

SAP_TE_GEN_IM_EXPENSEENTRY

 Details by Expense Type, Location, …
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Current SAC Architecture
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Data Analysis / Mapping

Sample of Issues Encountered:

 Text issues with bad characters in vendor / item text

 Fields with blank dates

 Scheduling Issues – Timeouts, unavailable slots

 Data Filtering



CONFIDENTIAL – NOT FOR DISTRIBUTION

Content Network
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Content Network
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Filtering - ExpenseEntries
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Filtering – Expense Reports
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Project Benefits: Time

Time Savings:

Reduced Reporting Collection time by 33%

Avoid Manual Download to Excel

Increased Frequency Of Reporting



Project Benefits 
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Project Benefits: Value

Value Savings:

Spot Duplicated or Unsubmitted Invoices Before Month End Close

Aggregate Charges across Departments

 Group Events

 Global Charge Codes

Identified Duplicate Issue in existing Concur Extract (header-item)
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Lessons Learned:

Data Extraction:

– Maximum of 800,000 entries can be loaded in batch in SAC

– Limited filtering available on the Concur data sources:

• ExpenseReport contains date filters (submitDateAfter)

• ExpenseEntries does not

• Required trial & error selection to resolve

• Eventually found we could use payment method:

– Splits the data evenly between credit card & cash transactions

 
SAP Consulting initially indicated a rewrite of the datasources was needed:

– “Never, never, never give up” - Churchill
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Lessons Learned:

Currency Conversion:

– No automated import as this is a non-SAP source (unlike TCURR, eg)

– Can cause differences comparing to home-built analytics inside the Concur 
system for non-US entries

RISE Environment:
 First SAC project, powered by RISE

Security:
 By Model



Stories & Reporting
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Stories – Overview
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Stories – KPI’s
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Stories – Procurement Process Improvement
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Stories – Expense Reporting
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Stories – Expense Reporting
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Stories – Expense Reporting
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Stories – Expense Reporting
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SAC / AFO Reporting: 2 Flavors

Excel Based Reporting:

Inside Existing Analysis for Office as Additional Source

Also available as separate SAC Add-in 
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Flexible Plan Data Input

Excel Based Reporting:

Inside Existing Analysis for Office as Additional Source

Also available as separate SAC Add-in 
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Additional Plan Data Input

Copy Plan to Budget

Revaluate

Allocations



Next Steps
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Next Steps:

Planning Data

 Expense Type Forecasting By Period

 Predictive Analysis

Merge With SAP Data

 Join to Cost Center data

 Merge with Procurement data

Datasphere Evaluation

 Replace BW sources



CONFIDENTIAL – NOT FOR DISTRIBUTION

Future State Reporting



CONFIDENTIAL – NOT FOR DISTRIBUTION

Questions?

My Contact Info:

Aaron Benner

281-841-5838

abenner5@yahoo.com
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